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SUBJECT: UNESCO FUNDING: ISRAELI POSITION 

1 . IN MARCH 17 CALL TO ISRAELI MINISTER BAR-ON 
DEPARTMENT (IO ASST. SEC-DESIGNATE MAYNES) STATED OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT GOI SUPPORTS FULL PAYMENT OF ARREARS TO 
UNESCO, AND OUR ASSUMPTION THIS POSITION ARISES FROM GOI 
REALIZATION THAT ANYTHING LESS WOULD LEAD TO SPECIAL-UNESCO 
GENERAL CONFERENCE - AT WHICH US AND GOI WOULD BE IN EX- 
TREMELY DIFFICULT POLITICAL SITUATION. 

2. AFTER BAR-ON CONFIRMED THIS WAS CASE, WE TOLD HIM OF 
LATEST AND SERIOUS DEVELOPMENT ON HILL, NAMELY: HOLLINGS 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ON MARCH 16 
HAD MARKED UP ADMINISTRATIONS FY 77 REQUEST (WHICH INCLUDES 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 061979 

DOLLARS 69.3 MILLION FOR UNESCO- ARREARAGES FOR 1975/76 PLUS 
DUES FOR 1977) AND HAD AGREED TO ONLY DOLLARS 21.8 MILLION 
I.E. 1975 ARREARS. 

3. WE NOTED SUCH FIGURE WOULD GUARANTEE SPECIAL GENERAL 
CONFERENCE TO SERIOUS DETRIMENT OF BOTH US AND GOI.BAR-ON 
SAID POSITION OF EMBASSY, WHICH HE PREPARED PRESENT IN RE- 
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SPONSE ALL QUERIES/CALLS, AS FOLLOWS: GOI FAVORS FULL 

PAYMENT OF ARREARS TO UNESCO BUT DOES NOT FAVOR PAYMENT 
OF 1977/78 OBLIGATIONS, PREFERRING TO SEE THAT HELD IN 
ABEYANCE. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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